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The Sherrod’s sued USDA, alleging racial
discrimination and were awarded a settlement
for wrongful dispossession of New Commu-
nities; they used the money to purchase Cy-
press Pond Plantation, an antebellum planta-
tion now managed by descendants of slaves,
to help rural Black landowners profit from
farming and to be a model for solving the na-
tion’s affordable housing shortage (Quiros,
2022). “From marching in the Albany Move-
ment, being beaten and jailed, registering rural
folks to vote, serving in local politics, and
founding New Communities,” wrote Professor
Ansley L. Quiros in a piece published by the
Washington Post, “Sherrod stayed with the
course of freedom and the beloved community
until his death” (2022).

Rev. Charles M. Sherrod accomplished
much in his life, but none would be possible
without the grace of God and the love and
support of his wife, Shirley; his two children,
Russia and Kenyatta; his 5 grandchildren, and
other family and loved ones who will miss him
dearly.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
in the House of Representatives join my wife,
Vivian and me, along with the 730,000 people
of the 2nd Congressional District of Georgia in
honoring the life and legacy of Rev. Charles
Melvin Sherrod and in extending our deepest
condolences to his family, friends and all who
mourn his loss. May they be consoled and
comforted by an abiding faith and the Holy
Spirit in the days, weeks and months ahead.

[From the Washington Post, Oct. 13, 2022]

A VITAL CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVIST YOU NEVER
HEARD OF HAS DIED
(By Ansley L. Quiros)

Charles Melvin Sherrod died on Tuesday at
the age of 85 in Albany, Ga., a place he went
to in 1961 and never left. If you are not from
southwest Georgia, his name might not be
familiar. But Charles Sherrod is the most
important civil rights figure you’ve never
heard of. Recovering his story offers us a
chance not only to honor a civil rights hero,
but also to better understand the struggle
for freedom to which he committed himself
for so long.

Sherrod was born on Jan. 2, 1937, in Surry,
Va., a place he described as a ‘‘speck.” He
never knew his father and was raised pri-
marily by his grandmother within a broad
community of friends and cousins. Even as a
young child, Sherrod possessed a deep faith
in God and a precocious theological imagina-
tion. Probably inspired by the sermons he
heard at Mount Olive Baptist Church, he
would often play church, preaching to other
children and soon sensing a real call to the
ministry. “I was preaching when I was about
6 years old,” Sherrod told me, adding, ‘I was
born a preacher.”” He would carry that
preacher’s zeal and deep moral vision with
him for the rest of his life.

Despite the racism and suffocating poverty
he experienced in childhood, Sherrod ex-
celled in school. He attended the all-Black
Peabody High School where he played sports,
acted in plays and served as student body
president and school chaplain. Sherrod then
attended Virginia Union University where he
earned his undergraduate degree in soci-
ology, and then an M.A. in theology, ful-
filling his ambition to become a minister.

During this time, Sherrod’s Christian com-
mitments first led him to challenge the de-
humanization of Jim Crow. He participated
in a ‘‘kneel-in” at a segregated church in
1954 and later joined a picket in front of
Thalhimer’s department store. ‘I saw the
[lynching] rope in my mind,” he confessed,
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but he also felt a sense of responsibility
since people were ‘‘coming to me, asking me
for leadership.”

Shenod was a natural leader: smart and
calm with a ready, broad smile.

In April 1960, his civil rights activities
took Sherrod to a meeting at Shaw Univer-
sity, where the Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee (SNCC) was founded.
SNCC’s vision—nonviolence, collective ac-
tion and the pursuit of a beloved community
in which all people are afforded dignity, re-
spect and care—appealed to Sherrod’s call-
ing, both to Christianity and racial justice.
After the meeting, Sherrod told Ella Baker,
the veteran activist who was then the execu-
tive secretary for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference who convened the
students, that “I'd be willing to be placed
anywhere.” She sent him to southwest Geor-
gia, a place W.E.B. Du Bois had once called
the ‘“‘Egypt of the Confederacy,” where he
would spend the next six decades working for
freedom.

Sherrod arrived in Albany as SNCC’s first
field secretary, ‘‘full of zeal and empty of al-
most everything else.”” But soon, he and the
men and women of Albany launched a full-
scale assault on Jim Crow unlike anything
that had been seen before. The Albany Move-
ment, as it became known, was a dramatic
mobilization of people against racial vio-
lence and segregation.

In traditional accounts of the civil rights
movement, Albany is depicted as a failure, a
place where the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
was outmaneuvered by Police Chief Laurie
Pritchett, who unlike so many other South-
ern lawmen, avoided the spectacle of pub-
licly attacking protesters, and simply locked
them up. This is why Sherrod’s story is cru-
cial. The Albany Movement was only a fail-
ure when considered from the perspective of
King. The movement continued after King
left, making important, if slow, gains.
‘““Nothing could stop the people,” Sherrod
said, ‘‘certainly not jail or the threat of jail,
not [even] death.”

Sherrod stayed, organizing in the rural
counties, though he did take a ‘‘Movement
sabbatical’”’ in 1964, heading to Union Theo-
logical Seminary in New York. He earned a
Master’s of Divinity and then returned to
southwest Georgia, bringing White seminar-
ians with him as part of an exchange pro-
gram called the Student Interracial Min-
istry. For Sherrod, this was a continuation
of his civil rights work. He insisted, always,
that the end was not simply political but
moral: a society where Black and White
Americans, all created in the image of God,
could live and work together in unity and
peace.

In 1966, this philosophy led to a breach
with SNCC, which was moving away from
interracialism and Christian nonviolence
and toward a more militant stance of Black
Power. As Sherrod put it: “I didn’t leave
SNCC, SNCC left me.” But he stayed with
the work of racial justice—voter registration
and community organizing—under the aus-
pices of the Southwest Georgia Freedom
Project.

In the late 1960s, Sherrod, along with his
wife, Shirley Miller Sherrod, a Baker County
native whom he married in 1966, helped found
New Communities, a farming collective that
was, at one point, the largest Black-owned
plot of land in the United States. For dec-
ades, New Communities was the fulfillment
of a dream for the Sherrods, a place where
they could work the land and care for others.

But in the 1980s, when a devastating
drought afflicted southwest Georgia, they
were repeatedly denied relief and the farm
was foreclosed on. In asking for a loan,
Sherrod heard from White loan officials the
same message he’d heard from segregation-
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ists decades earlier when trying to vote:
“Over my dead body.”

Though devastated by the loss of New
Communities, the Sherrods kept working
faithfully in southwest Georgia. Charles
Sherrod had been elected to the Albany City
Council in 1976, a post he held until 1990, and
also served as a prison chaplain, while Shir-
ley worked for the Federation of Southern
Cooperatives before being named the U.S.
Department of Agriculture Georgia Director
of Rural Development in 2009. Shirley was
fired after conservative blogger Andrew
Breitbart posted selectively edited, mis-
leading video clips from a speech she gave.
The White House and Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack apologized to Sherrod two days
after her firing.

After seeing her name dragged through the
mud, Shirley got better news. She heard
about a class-action lawsuit, Pigford v.
Glickman II, alleging systemic racial dis-
crimination toward Black farmers by the
USDA. The Sherrods filed a claim and were
awarded a settlement for the wrongful dis-
possession of New Communities. They used
the money to purchase a new farm. It was a
bittersweet moment.

And one that reveals how long the Black
freedom struggle has been. Charles Sherrod
embodied this enduring struggle over the
long haul, in all of its breadth and character.
From marching in the Albany Movement,
being beaten and jailed in Americus, Ga.,
registering rural folks to vote, founding New
Communities, to serving in local politics,
Sherrod stayed with the cause of freedom
and beloved community until his death.

His story reminds us that the work of ra-
cial justice is ongoing, that it occurs in rural
spaces as well as urban ones and that it can
look 1like political organizing, preaching,
farming or just the ordinary miracle of
Black love in America.

CONGRATULATING THE LADY FAL-
CONS ON THEIR STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2022

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating the Blair Oaks Lady Falcons on
their victory in the Class 3 Girls Volleyball
State Championship.

The Lady Falcons had a stellar season, with
a 33-3-1 record. The Lady Falcons should be
commended for all their hard work throughout
the past year and for bringing home the state
championship to their school and community.

Please join me in recognizing The Lady Fal-
cons for a job well done.

RECOGNIZING HOWARD BUFFETT
HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2022

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize my friend
from Decatur, lllinois, Howard Buffett, and his
foundation, The Howard G. Buffett Foundation,
for their work to rebuild communities and the
agriculture sector in Ukraine in light of Rus-
sia’s invasion of the country.
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Howard has donated millions to help provide
food, shelter, and transportation to the citizens
of Ukraine. He has also worked with John
Deere, also headquartered in lllinois, to pro-
vide storage, transportation, and equipment to
farmers to bolster agriculture in Ukraine.

Ukraine is one of the top producers and ex-
porters supplying grain and oilseed to coun-
tries across the globe. Howard’s work not only
helps farmers in Ukraine, but it also helps bol-
ster food security and national security across
the globe and here at home in the United
States. President of Ukraine Volodymyr
Zelenskyy awarded Howard with the Order of
Yaroslav the Wise of the V degree for his sig-
nificant merits in strengthening interstate co-
operation, supporting the state sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Ukraine and a signifi-
cant contribution to the popularization of the
Ukrainian state in the world.

| admire Howard and his willingness to help
others in times of crisis throughout his life,
whether it's helping to address food insecurity,
human trafficking, global conflicts or projects
in our backyard. Howard has always been a
generous neighbor and friend helping with
projects throughout Macon County. | admire
his work and dedication to making the world a
better place.

| thank Howard for all his work and friend-
ship.

———

HONORING RICH MAROVICH ON HIS
21 YEARS OF PUBLIC SERVICE

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2022

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today, along with my col-
league, Rep. JOHN GARAMENDI, to honor Rich
Marovich for his 21 years of service with the
Solano County Water Agency. Through his
work as streamkeeper of Putah Creek, Mr.
Marovich has shown a ceaseless dedication
and passion for protecting and preserving our
community’s natural resources.

Mr. Marovich is originally from Palo Alto,
California, and earned a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Plant Science at the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis. After college, he worked at the
California Department of Pesticide Regulation,
where he administered the department’s first
Endangered Species Program.

After years of drought, the Putah Creek Ac-
cord restored the natural flow of the creek;
with  this restoration, the need for a
streamkeeper emerged and Mr. Marovich was
a natural choice for the role. Putah Creek’s
70-mile-long stream extends from the Cobb
Mountains to the Yolo Bypass making it a
major fishing and wildlife resource. To main-
tain the creek and protect its resources, Mr.
Marovich was ever diligent as streamkeeper in
improving water quality and conserving creek
resources. Through his position, he also pro-
vided educational resources to the community
regarding the creek’s importance and collabo-
rated with landowners along the creek on
cleanup efforts.

In addition to his work preserving Putah
Creek, Mr. Marovich created several environ-
mental projects including the development of
plant nurseries, food cultivation efforts, and
critical fundraising campaigns for assessment
programs related to the creek’s condition.
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The annual Winters Salmon Festival and the
return of Chinook salmon to Putah Creek is a
testament to the tireless efforts and unyielding
zeal of Mr. Marovich throughout his career.
While his service as Putah Creek’s
streamkeeper will surely be missed, Mr.
Marovich’s 21 years of service to the con-
servation of California’s water resources has
undoubtedly left a legacy that will last for
many years to come. We would like to extend
our sincere gratitude for Mr. Marovich’s dedi-
cated service to the preservation of Putah
Creek and wish him and his family my best as
he enters retirement.

———

CONGRATULATING MICHAEL
SCHRAGE’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY
AT CENTIER BANK

HON. FRANK J. MRVAN

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2022

Mr. MRVAN. Madam Speaker, it is with
great respect and admiration that | take this
time to congratulate Mr. Michael Schrage as
he celebrates his 50th anniversary at Centier
Bank. Under his outstanding leadership,
Centier continues to thrive and has been rec-
ognized as the largest private, family-owned
bank in the state of Indiana.

Michael Schrage, chief executive officer and
chairman of the board for Centier Bank, is a
truly innovative business leader. Mr. Schrage
is the fourth generation of his family to own
and operate the bank, which opened its first
branch in 1895 as Bank of Whiting. Centier
Bank has sustained immense growth through-
out the years, and today the organization op-
erates over 60 locations across Indiana.

During Mr. Schrage’s tenure, Centier Bank
has reached many goals and enjoyed great
success, including the development of an
award-winning lender division, the creation of
a financial literacy program, and a significant
investment in the regional economy through
the establishment of banking centers in 32
northern Indiana counties. The company was
named a top-ranked bank in the state of Indi-
ana by Forbes from 2019 to 2022. Since
2007, Centier Bank has annually been named
one of Indiana’s best places to work, which is
due to Michael's value-based work ethic that
fosters a supportive and thoughtful work envi-
ronment.

In the community, Michael Schrage has also
proven himself to be a pillar of the community
and a selfless humanitarian. He gives much of
his time and efforts to numerous charity orga-
nizations including Saint Jude House, the
American Red Cross, the YMCA, and the Boy
Scouts of America, to name a few. For his
dedication to philanthropic endeavors through-
out the community of Northwest Indiana and
beyond, he is to be highly commended.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my
other distinguished colleagues join me in hon-
oring Michael Schrage on his 50 years at
Centier Bank. For his lifetime of remarkable
leadership and his commitment to helping
those in need, Michael Schrage is worthy of
our gratitude and admiration.
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HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2022

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the community
efforts of Vicki Colbert.

For decades, Stewpot Community Services
has helped people experiencing homelessness
by providing shelter, clothes, and food. Re-
cently, a new face behind the scenes has
made a big impact on the community, one
meal at a time. Vicki Colbert, known as Mama
Vicki, wants every single meal she serves at
Stewpot to be her best one yet.

“If | don't eat it and it doesn't taste right, it
doesn’t come out of this kitchen,” she said.

Stewpot serves up to 150 hot meals to
those in need, plus another 70 for Meals on
Wheels. Colbert is the woman behind it all, but
she didn’t exactly plan to be there. The non-
profit group was suddenly without a chef last
fall. Colbert, who is a retired education admin-
istrator with a culinary background, just hap-
pened to be volunteering that week.

“She had already been here as a volunteer,
and | heard about her in the kitchen and heard
about her food, so | came just to try it out and
found that she made the most delicious mac
'n cheese,” said Jill Buckley, executive direc-
tor at Stewpot Community Services.

It was so good, in fact, that Buckley said
they asked her to stay for just one week.
Nearly a year later, Colbert couldn’t imagine
being anywhere else.

“If | wake up every day in my right mind and
I'm able to walk and talk, | need to do some-
thing grateful with that, so | come to Stewpot,”
Colbert said. “This is not a job for me, this is
a ministry.”

It may be considered a soup kitchen, but
she’s serving much more than your average
chicken noodle soup. From Southern-fried cat-
fish to homemade hushpuppies, Colbert is
making real homecooked meals out of do-
nated food.

“It requires someone in the kitchen, or some
people in the kitchen, who can take whatever
is donated and make a meal out of it. That's
a skill,” Buckley said.

“My sisters and brothers told me the same
thing,” Colbert said. “Give Vicki some sugar
and flour (and) she can make a meal.”

That familiar magic touch is how she earned
the name Mama Vicki. Handwritten letters
from some of the Meals on Wheels recipients
are proof of her impact. They say how thankful
they are to have her.

“I'm glad that I'm here,” Colbert said, “I
know it had to be a calling that | had to do.”
| love these people, | really do.”

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Vicki Colbert for her out-
standing service to her community.

————————

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE
GUSTAVO ANTONIO GELPI, JR.

HON. JENNIFFER GONZALEZ-COLON

OF PUERTO RICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, November 14, 2022

Miss GONZALEZ-COLON. Madam Speaker,
on May 12, 2021, President Biden nominated
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